PRESCHOOL DISABILITIES PROGRAM

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY SCHOOLS

Children with disabilities are eligible to be provided with special education beginning on their third birthday.  Prior to that date children are eligible for services through The Department of Human Resources.  Students who are receiving services prior to their third birthday by the CDSA must have an IEP in place by their third birthday for the system to be compliant.
The school system has an active child find responsibility to find students who have a disability.  As a result Rockingham County Schools screens all children in day cares, homes, or any other location soon after their third birthday or as soon as they are located.  The system serves on the Interagency Counsel to transition students from the DHR program to the public schools.  Preschool students with disabilities have the same due process rights as school age children with disabilities.

Preschool children with disabilities include children who are developmentally delayed, autistic, deaf-blind, hearing impaired, other health impaired, orthopedically impaired, speech/language impaired, visually impaired, or traumatic brain-injured.  Services for these children are provided in center-based programs, home-based programs, day care, and private preschools.  Students who are developmentally delayed must be reevaluated before their second grade year or before they turn 8, whichever occurs first.

Children not eligible for special education services may be eligible for More at Four or Title I “slots” in the preschool classes.  Head Start is also an option for at risk preschool children.

Links will be provided for the following topics:
Screening Information

Description of Services for Preschool and Transition into Regular School

PK Coordination with Head Start and Other Programs

Transition Procedure for EC Preschool Students Promoting to Kindergarten


Example 1 – Needa Help


Example 2 – A-A-A-A-Angel


Example 3 – Alice N. Wonderland

Preschool Intake Form

DPI information on Effective Preschool IEP’s

